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Will War Ever be Altogether Abolished? 

People will answer this question according to their 
habits of thought. Some, looking only at the fact 
that there has always been war in the world, will 
answer it as we heard an intelligent, experienced 
man recently answer it: "You can't abolish war; 
people will fight till doomsday." 

This seems to be the point of view of ex-Senator 
William E. Chandler. At a peace conference held 
in Washington on April 16, under the auspices of 
the Washington Branch of the Greenacre Fellowship 
Association, over which he presided, he expressed 
himself as very pessimistic though not altogether 
hopeless in regard to the elimination of war from the 
world. He asked the question, " Can war be made 
to cease, and peace reign everywhere and at all times 
be made to prevail against the causes which may 
press forward to embroil the nations in bloody strife ? " 
He doubted whether this could be answered in the 
affirmative. He also asked a number of other ques- 
tions similar to those usually propounded by those 
who believe that what has been always will be: 



Could American independence have been secured 
without war with Great Britain? Should the se- 
ceding Southern States have been allowed to go in 
peace ? Should the firing on Fort Sumter have had 
no reply ? Could the slaves have been freed within 
hundreds of years without war ? Could the Cubans 
have been freed from Spanish rule without war? 
Ought Japan not to have resisted Russia's aggressions? 

All these questions, so far as they have any bear- 
ing on the future, proceed on the false theory that 
human nature and human conduct and institutions 
never change, but are always inspired by the same 
motives and ideas. Even if it be true that these wars 
could not have been avoided, — some of them cer- 
tainly might have been and all of them ought to have 
been, — men's beliefs and practices being what they 
then were, it does not at all follow that we shall have 
another series of events of the same kind. Nothing 
in the history of the race is better established than 
that human nature changes and improves, and that 
old causes of strife and war pass away. 

If Mr. Chandler had judged the case from what 
has actually been accomplished in the direction of 
the diminution of war and the growth and expansion 
of peace, he would have reached a much less halt- 
ing conclusion. Personal fighting and dueling have 
almost entirely disappeared throughout the civilized 
world. Private war has wholly passed away and 
civil war is practically a thing of the past. Religious 
wars are no more. Within the great nations over 
immense areas almost universal and perpetual peace 
reigns. The long periods of peace in the past cen- 
tury, during which war between nations has been on 
the whole the exception, have been unique in history. 
Not a single battle has been fought for the last 
thirty-five years in Western Europe, which a century 
before was the scene of perpetual warfare. England 
and France, which were once always at war, have 
not had a pass at arms with each other for more 
than three-quarters of a century. All the smaller 
states of Western Europe have long been living in 
peace with one another. Our own nation has had 
on the whole more than one hundred years of peace 
since the signing of the Constitution, and at least 
two of our wars with foreign countries are now uni- 
versally judged to have been unnecessary, and one of 
them extremely wicked. During this period arbitra- 
tion, practically unknown a hundred years ago, has 
been successfully applied in the settlement of more 
than two hundred international controversies. A 



